“Burning new talent” — Darol Anger
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Zack Kline is a fiddler at ease in many styles, from Appalachian tunes to Bach and works these varied influences into an original sound. Rick Mason of the City Pages writes, “Zack Kline’s fiddle…[imitates] Grappelli here, Heifetz there, Vassar Clements over there.” The Cedar Cultural Center described him last year as, “Minnesota’s brightest young fiddle talent.” (He has since moved to Chicago.) One of Zack’s composition Fiddler’s World, showcasing his unique “slam hitting technique,” has been featured on NPR’s Open Mic as well as Bowed Radio. If he were compelled to make up a sound bite for his music, it might be “bluegrassical.” His background reflects this– Zack studied a bit with Mark O’Connor and other Nashville fiddlers and completed his studies at Macalester College, with a final recital that included Pagannini, Ysaye’s Ballade, Bach’s D minor Partita and lots of original material.

As a young fiddler in Colorado, Zack studied American roots music firsthand, playing with traditional and progressive bluegrass groups, including the Yonder Mountain String Band. His performing experience now extends to realms of Celtic, Swing, Indie Rock, and even an appearance with a George Harrison Tribute Band and a chance jam session with traditional Mongolian musicians in Vienna.

In the educational realm, Zack has shared his fiddle knowledge at the RockyGrass Bluegrass Academy and Mark O’Connor Camp, written music for student orchestras, and leads his private students to discover technique, creativity and style.
